
Oxford Mayor and Council 
 Work Session 

Monday, August 21, 2023 – 6:30 P.M. 
Oxford City Hall 

110 W. Clark Street, Oxford, Georgia 
Agenda 

 
 

1. Mayor’s Announcements:  
 

2. Committee Reports:  *The Trees, Parks and Recreation Board, Planning Commission, Downtown 
Development Authority, and Sustainability Committee will update the Council on their recent activities. 
 

3. *Review of the City of Covington Natural Gas Easement Request with Mike Jewell, City of 
Covington Natural Gas Director 
 

4. *Partnership with Newton County Water and Sewerage Authority (NCWSA) for Sanitary Sewer 
Flow Study on the Turkey Creek Basin, Mike Hopkins NCWSA Executive Director 
 

5. *BS&A Software Change Order to Add a Work Order Module 
 

6. *New Audit Proposals from Mauldin & Jenkins and Rushton & Company 
 

7. *2024 Supplemental and Reserve Capacity Needs for Electric Utility 
 

8. *City of Oxford Media Productions Regulation, Recommended by the Planning Commission – The 
City does not currently regulate this activity. 
 

9. *City of Oxford Short-Term Rental Regulation, Recommended by the Planning Commission – 
The City does not currently regulate this use. 
 

10. *City of Oxford Riparian Buffer Amendment, Recommended by the Planning Commission – The 
City currently enforces the 25-foot State minimum, this calls for an increase to 100-feet. 
 

11. Other Business 
 

12. Work Session Meeting Review:  Mayor Eady will review all the items discussed during the meeting.  
 

13. Executive Session:  An Executive Session could potentially be held for Land Acquisition/Disposition, 
Addressing Pending or Potential Litigation, and/or Personnel. 
 

 
*Attachments 



Proposed Easement Alignment from Covington Gas
Typically, a utility line alignment 
would adhere to the property line 
to preserve the largest 
developable footprint.  But since 
the City of Oxford owns all these 
properties (see next slide), a 
different alignment would be 
appropriate.

Oxford is proposing the gas 
easement align with a future 
bike/pedestrian trail corridor, as 
we contemplate a 10’ to 12’ wide 
trail heading east from E. Bonnell 
St. towards the cul-de-sac on 
Keegan Ct.

If we were able to combine these 
two facilities (gas and trail 
easement) this would help with 
access to the gas line and minimize 
the clearing needed for both.
 



Proposed Easement Alignment from Covington Gas

Covington is requesting a 20-foot temporary construction easement and a 10-foot 
permanent easement.  It would appear we could work together to combine these 
two corridor needs to minimize the impact of the crossing. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASEMENT 
 
 
NEWTON COUNTY  
STATE OF GEORGIA 
 
 

THIS INDENTURE made this ____ day of _____________ 2023, between the CITY OF 
OXFORD, a Georgia municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as party of the first part, and the CITY 
OF COVINGTON, GEORGIA, a Georgia municipal corporation, hereinafter referred to as the party of 
the second part.  
 

WITNESSETH:  That the said party of the first part, for and in consideration of the sum of One 
($1.00) Dollar and other valuable considerations in hand paid, at and before the sealing and delivery of 
these presents, the receipt and sufficiency whereof is hereby acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold 
and conveyed and by these presents does grant, bargain, sell and convey unto the said party of the second 
part, its successors and assigns, certain easements for the purpose of locating, constructing, maintaining, 
repairing, replacing and relocating within same, a four (4”) inch natural gas line and appurtenances within 
those permanent easement areas being further described hereinafter.  The party of the second part shall have 
access to said easements for the purposes previously stated.  
 

The said easement being more particularly defined as a portion of that property being described by 
the Short Parcel Number of C061A 010 of Newton County, Georgia, more particularly described at 
Exhibit "A". Said permanent easement being ten (10’) feet in width, with the northern boundary of such 
easement being the northern boundary of the property described at Exhibit “A” and running adjacent to 
such northern boundary line for its entire length; together with a temporary construction easement twenty 
(20’) feet in width, overlaying the permanent easement and continuing ten (10’) feet south of the permanent 
easement hereinabove conveyed; such temporary easement to terminate and be of no force and effect twelve 
(12) months following the date on which party of the second part commences construction activity therein. 
 

The party of the first part does hereby covenant with party of the second part that it is the owner of 
record and is lawfully seized and possessed of the property above described, and has a good and lawful 
right to convey said property, or any part thereof, and is free from all encumbrances, and will forever 
warrant and defend title thereto against the lawful claims of all persons whomsoever.  
 

The party of the first part further covenants that no buildings or permanent structures will be 
constructed upon, over or across the easement described herein.  
 



The party of the first part does hereby further covenant that the grade or amount of dirt upon, over 
and across the easement will not be altered without the prior permission of the party of the second part.  
 

The party of the first part also covenants that no changes will be made to the surface within or 
adjoining the permanent easement that would create a condition whereby standing water would accumulate 
upon, over or across the easement area without the prior permission of the party of the second part.  

 
TO HAVE AND TO HOLD, the said easement unto the party of the second part, its successors 

and/or assigns forever.  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the party of the first part has hereunto set his hand and affixed his seal, 
the day and year first above written.  
 
 
Signed, sealed, and delivered this  
 
______ day of _______________, 2023    CITY OF OXFORD 
 
 
in the presence of:      ______________________________   
       BY:  David S. Eady 
       AS ITS: Mayor 
 
___________________________________   Attest:__________________________  
Unofficial Witness       City Clerk 
 
 
 
       CITY SEAL   
 

 
 
 
____________________________________    
Notary Public      

  



EXHIBIT “A” 

All that tract or parcel of land lying and being in Land Lot 271 of the 9th Land District, Newton County, 
Georgia, and being Lot 10 per plat of survey for John Little Subdivision, prepared by Patrick and 
Associates, Inc., Louie D. Patrick, GA RLS No. 1757, dated 09/24/07, recorded 10/23/07 at Plat Book 47, 
Pages 217 – 220, Newton County, Georgia records. 

 



























Change Request 

B S &A  S o f tw are ,  L LC  |  b s as o f tware . c om |  855  B SA SOF T  

 

b s a s o f t w a r e . c o m  

Customer:  City of Oxford, Newton County GA 

Prepared By:  Kevin Schafer, Account Executive 

 

Change # 1 Date Submitted 7/31/2023 

  Date Required 7/31/2023 

Module/Area 

Affected 
Cloud Work Orders 

 

 

No. Changed Deliverable Reason or Description Net Change in Cost 

1 Add Cloud Work Orders Module  $945  

2 Add Cloud Work Orders Database Setup 

Setup of Work Order Types, Facilities, 

Assets, Equipment, Materials, Workers (if 

not using Employees as Workers) 

$2,000  

3 Add Cloud Work Orders Setup/Training 6 days @ $1,000/day $6,000 

4 

Add Cloud Work Orders Project 

Management and Implementation 

Planning 

 $1,500 

5 Add Related Travel Expenses  $3,770 

6 Add Hosting Fee 

Fees relating to the hosting and storage of data 

through Microsoft Azure are to be billed 

annually, for all modules included above. 
$100 

Total Net Changes $14,315.00 

 

Cloud Annual Service Fees  

Unlimited support is included in your Annual Service Fee. Service Fees are billed annually. After two (2) years, BS&A Software reserves the 

right to increase the Annual Service Fee by no more than the yearly Consumers Price Index for All Urban Consumers U.S. city average  

(CPI-U). 

 

Financial Management  

$945 Work Orders  

 

BS&A Software, LLC Customer 

By: __________________________________________________________ By: __________________________________________________________ 

Name: ______________________________________________________ Name: ______________________________________________________ 

Title: ________________________________________________________ Title: ________________________________________________________ 

Date ________________________________________________________ Date ________________________________________________________ 

 



 

 
Memo 

To: Mayor and City Council  

From: Bill Andrew  

Date: August 16, 2023  

Re: Change Order for BS&A Financial Software  

With the current financial software agreement, all of our existing Work Orders in Utility 
Billing will be converted over as part of the Utility Billing conversion.  However, this would 
only include the Work Orders associated with Utility Billing.  
 
Adding the Work Order Module will allow for Job Costing to be tracked, non-Utility Related 
Work Orders to be entered in the system and will provide more advanced scheduling 
features that are not in the currently ordered software system.   
 
The current software total estimated budget is $94,490, which includes a $10,000 
contingency.  The Change Order would add $14,315.  Our budget is $100,000.  Thus we have 
a possible shortfall of $8,805.  





       City of Oxford 

INDUSTRY EXPERTISE / PROACTIVE SERVICE / PROVEN RESULTS 

City of Oxford, Georgia 
Amended Quote To Provide Audit Services 

Fiscal Year June 30, 2023 through 2027 

Mauldin & Jenkins Certified Public Accountants 
Contact Person:  Josh Carroll, CPA 

Phone:  (770) 980-7734 
Email: jcarroll@mjcpa.com 

mailto:jcarroll@mjcpa.com


       City of Oxford 

INDUSTRY EXPERTISE / PROACTIVE SERVICE / PROVEN RESULTS 

July 27, 2023 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 
110 West Clark Street 
Oxford, Georgia 30054 

Ladies and Gentlemen:  

We sincerely appreciate being able to continue working with the City of Oxford. Due to rising costs 
and significant changes in market, I have presented updated pricing for the remainder of our 
contact with the City. The total all-inclusive maximum price for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2023 
through 2027 is as follows:  

• 2023 - $41,000
• 2024 - $43,000
• 2025 - $45,000
• 2026 - $47,000
• 2027 - $48,500

Please note due to inflation and rising labor costs, Mauldin & Jenkins has incurred write-offs of costs 
exceeding billings totaling approximately $78,000 relating to the City’s fiscal year 2021 and 2022 
audits.  

Mauldin & Jenkins continues to provide free quarterly continuing education classes to our clients on 
various Governmental accounting related topics.  

Mauldin & Jenkins greatly appreciate the City as a client and we look forward to continuing to work 
with the City. Please let me know if you have any questions and I appreciate the City’s consideration. 

Sincerely,  

MAULDIN & JENKINS, LLC 

Josh Carroll 

NOTE: Josh has indicated a Single Audit for the 
ARPA funds would be an additional $6,500.  The 
Single Audit is required when you spend over 
$750,000 in federal funds in one fiscal year.  We are 
budgeted in FY 2024 to spend $876,082 in ARPA 
funds along with the $750,000 in CDBG funds for 
the Oxford Road Water Line Upgrade.  Construction 
is set to start in the next few days. - Bill Andrew

bandrew
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Price Proposal to Provide 

Auditing Services 
 for 
 City of Oxford, Georgia 
 

For the fiscal years ending 
June 30, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, and 2027 

 
Request for Proposals 

Auditing Services 
 

 
 

Samuel Latimer, CPA, CFE 
P. O. Box 2917 

Gainesville, Georgia   30503 
Telephone (770) 287-7800 
Facsimile (770) 287-7801 

slatimer@rushton.cpa 
www.rushtonand.cpa 

 
 
 
 

August 17, 2023

mailto:slatimer@rushton.cpa
http://www.rushtonand.cpa/


PRICE PROPOSAL 

Proposal Inclusions: Audit of the financial statements of City of Oxford, Georgia for the 
fiscal years ending June 30, 2023, 2024, 2025, 2026, and 2027. 

Certification: Rushton, LLC certifies that Samuel Latimer is entitled to represent 
the Firm, empowered to submit the bid and authorized to sign a 
contract with City of Oxford, Georgia. 

Total All-Inclusive 
   Maximum Price: 

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 Total

Financial Statement Audit 33,000$  33,000$  35,000$  35,000$  35,000$  171,000$  

Single Audit, if appliciable 8,000$    8,000$    8,000$    8,000$    8,000$    40,000$    

Proposed Rates and Fees 

The above audit fees includes the preparation of the annual financial statements and Annual 
Financial Report.  

The above annual fees are based on the current accounting and auditing standards issued as of the 
date of this proposal.  Any additional future standards or requirements that would increase the hours 
of the audit engagement may also increase the proposed fee.  In this circumstance, any additional 
hours and fee would be mutually agreed-upon by City of Oxford and Rushton, LLC before work 
began.  At this time, we do not foresee any future increases above the proposed fee.  

NOTE from Sam Latimer with Rushton: 
If selected, we would look to start in mid-October and would do our best 
to complete the audit before 12/31 but may need to extend. In 2024, we 
would put the City into our “normal” schedule and plan to begin our 
work in June or July and definitely issue by the end of the year. I would 
like to schedule a day or two before our October fieldwork for me (and 
possibly a team member or two) to come out, meet everyone, perform 
some internal control and preliminary transactional testing. We could 
schedule these days as soon as we are selected. 

bandrew
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To:  MEAG Power Participants 

From:  Roger Brand – Director of Bulk Power   
Date:  August 1, 2023 
Subject: Annual Subscription for Supplemental Power  
 
The annual subscription process for supplemental power supply is now underway and we are providing 
information for your review and consideration.  Attached is your ten-year supplemental power supply 
estimates based on the latest load forecast and the Year 2024 Annual Subscription Form for Supplemental 
Power.  

After reviewing this information, please nominate your supplemental power supply alternative and 
return to MEAG Power by October 1, 2023.  In order to provide time to complete all transactions 
and agreements the following schedule has been established per the Supplemental Power Supply 
Policy: 

• Release of information to Participants by Power Supply – Aug 1 

• Receipt of Authorization Agreement form to MEAG – October 1 

• Completion of Off-System purchase agreements – Dec. 31 

• Completion of Inter-Participant Transfers – Jan. 15 

Under the Supplemental Power Policy there are four alternatives. The first alternative (i) is for a 
Participant to acquire the necessary resources itself.  The second alternative (ii) is for a Participant to 
acquire the necessary resources itself through an Inter-Participant Transfer (IPT) Agreement [or off 
system purchase power contract].  The third alternative (iii) is to subscribe to one or more of the power 
supply products identified in the attached Nomination Form in specific amounts.  TEA has estimated the 
price ranges for these products and are subject to change.  However, we are providing this to you as a 
benchmark to assist in your decision making process.  The fourth alternative (iv) is for a Participant to 
nominate MEAG Power to act as its agent to acquire the necessary resources to fulfill its supplemental 
power supply requirements. 

Please note that the Supplemental Power Supply Policy also specifies that if a Participant 
Authorization Agreement form is not received by the October 1 deadline or a Participant that has 
elected the Annual Self-Supply option does not meet the deadline for acquisition of its supply needs, 
MEAG Power will acquire the Supplemental Bulk Power Supply resources on behalf of the 
Participant.  

The projections provided identify needs for both supplemental power and reserves. The supplemental 
power product reflects the value of capacity with energy priced at the hourly market, while the reserve 
capacity product is the capacity price only.  

Participants who have excess capacity for supplemental supply and/or reserves may choose to offer the 
excess to deficit Participants at the rate specified in option five (v).   

Please remember that each Participant is required to carry 15% capacity reserves.  If the staff determines 
that a Participant is not carrying sufficient reserves, we have the responsibility to purchase reserves to 
fulfill the requirement.  The costs would be allocated back to the Participants based on their shortfall of 
the reserve requirement. 

Your regional manager will be in contact with you to discuss in more detail your particular power supply 
needs. If you have any questions about your nomination, please contact your regional manager, Tina 
Atchison at (770) 563-0586, or Curt Halstead at (770) 563-0396. 



Supplemental Needs
City of Oxford
kW at Delivery Point

2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033

Coincident Peak 4,158         4,210         4,248         4,282         4,316         4,352         4,388      4,425      4,463      4,501      

Reserves 478            486            492            497            502            507            513         518         524         530         

Requirements 4,636         4,696         4,740         4,779         4,818         4,860         4,901      4,943      4,987      5,031      

Own Resources -            -            -            -            -            -            -         -         -         -         

Supplemental Purch -            -            -            -            -            -            -         -         -         -         

SEPA 447            447            447            447            447            447            447         447         447         447         

Wansley CC -            -            -            -            -            -            -         -         -         -         

Scherer 1,180         1,180         1,180         1,180         1,180         1,180         1,180      1,180      1,180      1,180      

Hatch 579            579            579            579            579            579            579         579         579         579         

Vogtle 1&2 954            954            954            954            954            954            954         954         954         954         

Vogtle 3&4 -            -            -            -            -            -            -         -         -         -         

Pineview -            1,698         1,698         1,698         1,698         1,698         1,698      1,698      1,698      1,698      

IPT/Other -            -            -            -            -            -            -         -         -         -         

Resources 3,160         4,859         4,859         4,859         4,859         4,859         4,859      4,859      4,859      4,859      

Excess/(Deficit) (1,476)        162            118            79              41              (1)               (43)          (85)          (129)        (172)        

% Reserves -24.8% 19.3% 18.1% 17.1% 16.1% 15.0% 13.9% 12.9% 11.8% 10.8%

Deficit Reserve Capacity (478)           -            -            -            -            (1)               (43)          (85)          (129)        (172)        

Deficit Supplemental Capacity (997)           -            -            -            -            -            -         -         -         -         
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Supplemental Supply Nomination Form

Participant

Forecast 
Option/Capacity Price Forecast Energy Price Participant 

Subscription

Product ($/kW-Yr) @ DP ($/MWh) @ DP (MW) @ DP Comments
Bud High Bud High

Energy Products
Short Term (1 mo - 364 dy)
  3 Month 5x16 (Jun-Aug) 49.53 54.48 Firm Liquidated Damages, Low risk
  3 Month 7x24 (Jun-Aug) 40.01 44.01 Firm Liquidated Damages, Low risk
Medium Term (1 - 5 yr)
  Annual 5x16 (2024) 46.45 51.09
  Annual 7x24 (2024) 40.74 44.82 Firm Liquidated Damages, Low risk
Capacity Products

  Reserve Capacity (Jun-Aug) 16.94 19.48
Purchased from other Participant or from off-
system at no more than the high price

  Supplemental Capacity (2024) 19.68 21.52
Hrly. Mkt. 

Price
Purchased from other Participant or from off-
system at no more than the high price



 
MEAGFORM080123 
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AUTHORIZATION AGREEMENT 
Year 2024 Annual Subscription  

Under Supplemental Power Supply Policy 
between 

Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia 
and 

       
(Participant) 

 
In accordance with the MEAG Supplemental Power Supply Policy, the Undersigned Participant 
hereby elects to: (all Participants must elect one option and return) 

 
(i)________(Opt-out) Acquire the necessary resources for its Supplemental Power Supply   

Requirements itself;  
(ii)_______(Annual Self Supply) acquires the necessary resources for its Supplemental Power 

Supply Requirements for the Power Supply year itself through an Inter-Participant 
Transfer (IPT) Agreement [or off system purchase power contract]; 

(iii)_______(Subscription) Subscribe to one or more of the power supply alternatives identified in 
the attached Nomination Form in specific amounts;  

(iv) (Agent) Designate MEAG as its agent to nominate and acquire any combination of 
resources to optimize their Supplemental Power Supply Requirements.  Please specify 
agency limitations if any, _______________________________;  

or 
(v)  Nominate my excess capacity for supplemental at $19.68/kW-Yr plus the hourly energy 

market price or for reserves at $16.94/kW-Yr at DP.  Supplemental will be allocated 
first, then any remaining amounts will be allocated to reserves. Please specify amount 
and limitations if any, ____________________________________________________. 

 
By executing this Authorization Agreement, Participant understands that MEAG will aggregate all 
MEAG Participant nominations and attempt to contract for the total amount of Participant 
supplemental power supply requirements nominated under this Annual Subscription. Participant 
also understands that MEAG will purchase the capacity necessary to ensure that system planning 
reserve requirements are met and assign this capacity for one or more years to those Participants 
deemed capacity deficient.  Participant agrees that these reserve capacity purchases may be made at 
“market” prices from other Participants.  
 
Participant agrees to and accepts the above nomination, this   day of   , 2023. 
 
 

Participant:        
 
 
By:       

 
      ,   
Mayor or other authorized representative 



 

 
Memo 

To: Mayor and Council 
From: Bill Andrew 
Date: August 9, 2023 
Re: 2024 Supplemental and Reserve Capacity Needs for Electric Utility  

Last week, the Municipal Electric Authority of Georgia (MEAG) contacted the city to 
discuss our Supplemental and Reserve Capacity needs for the next calendar year. For 2024, 
we are 997 kW short for supplemental needs and 478 kW short for reserve needs.  The 
sections below summarize the breakdown of Supplemental and Reserve Capacity needs that 
the City must purchase to meet the MEAG Power contract.  

 
Supplemental Capacity 

Supplemental Capacity is the capacity that is needed every month to supply power to 
meet our customer’s demands.  We operate a 4.1 MW system to provide power to our 
customers, but we only have 3.16 MW of capacity.  The market price for Supplemental 
Capacity is $19.68 per kW per month.  To meet 2024’s Supplemental Capacity needs, 997 kW 
at $19.68 per kW for a total of $19,620.96. 

 
Reserve Capacity 

Per the Power Purchase Agreement with MEAG, we are required to have up to 115% 
percent in Reserve Capacity.  The market price for Supplemental Capacity is $16.94 per kW 
per month.  To meet 2024’s Reserve Capacity needs, 478 kW at $16.94 per kW for a total of 
$8,097.32. 

 
Total Annual Cost: $27,718.28 
 

At present, Marietta Power has offered their excess capacity at discounted rates of 
Supplemental Capacity at $19.00 per kW-year and Reserve Capacity at $16.50 per kW-
year.  In the coming weeks, MEAG Power may learn of additional Participants willing to 
sell their excess capacity at lower than market price.  Should Oxford choose to move 
forward in securing excess capacity from another Participant it would require Oxford to 
enter into an Inter Participant Transfer (IPT) as we have done in the past.  As a reminder, 
last year the City chose to allow MEAG Power to act as our agent and fill our deficit needs 
using capacity at market price.  Our decision on how we wish to proceed is due to MEAG 
Power by October 1st.   
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Definitions  

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed 
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:  

Applicant shall mean the individual, organization, corporation, or any other entity that is ultimately 
responsible for the filming that is the subject of a permit application.  
 

City media coordinator or coordinator shall mean the Oxford City Manager or designee employee to 
be the City's point of contact with media productions, and to assist in coordinating, permitting and 
authorizing process for the City.  

Media production shall mean all activity attendant to staging or shooting (videotaping or filming) 
commercial motion pictures, television shows, programs or commercials, and to the taking of single or 
multiple photographs for sale or use for a commercial purpose where the photographer sets up 
stationary equipment on public or private property or the public right-of-way in any one location for 
longer than five (5) consecutive minutes.  

Notification, Permit, and Authorization 

(a)  No person shall use any public right-of-way, or any public property or facility for the purpose of 
producing, taking or making any commercial motion picture, television or photographic production, 
without notification to the City and receipt of a permit issued pursuant to the provisions of this 
article.  

(b)  No person shall use any private property, facility or residence for the purpose of producing, taking or 
making any commercial motion picture, television or photographic production, without notification 
to the City and authorization issued pursuant to the provisions of this article.  

Exemptions 

The provisions of this article shall not apply to the following:  

(1)  Current news productions, which includes reporter, photographers or camera persons in the 
employment of a newspaper, news service, broadcasting station or similar entity engaged in the 
broadcasting of a news event.  

(2)  Productions which are conducted by the Newton County and the municipalities in the county, 
the county board of education, or other governmental agencies as approved by the Oxford City 
Council.  

(3)  Student filming.  

Application  

(a)  Any person desiring a permit or authorization under the provisions of this article shall make 
application on forms provided by the City media coordinator at least ten (10) working days prior to 
any filming activity taking place. The form must be signed and accompanied by all required fees, 
deposits, hold harmless agreements and insurance certificates required by this article before it will 
be processed. If the application satisfies the criteria of this article, the permit or authorization shall 
be issued within ten (10) working days of submittal.  
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(b)  Any person seeking to apply for a permit or authorizations under the provisions of this article may 
submit a completed application to the coordinator fewer than ten (10) working days prior to any 
filming activity, provided that such application shall be accompanied with an additional $500.00 rush 
fee, which shall be nonrefundable. No application may be submitted to the coordinator later than 
one (1) full business day in advance of the effective date of the requested permit. The coordinator 
may refuse to accept an application submitted fewer than ten (10) working days prior to any filming 
activity and may be deny an application accepted for processing that was submitted fewer than ten 
(10) working days prior to any filming activity when, in the reasonable discretion of the coordinator, 
the processing of the application is not feasible.  

(c)  At a minimum, the applicant shall provide the following information:  

(1)  Applicant's contact information, including the name and phone number for a 24-hour contact 
person.  

(2)  Project information including the filming locations, dates and time.  

(3)  Description of proposed parking arrangements for vehicles and equipment.  

(4)  Description of the type of sound equipment to be used and the timing of the use of amplified 
sound.  

(5)  Information on any special effects to be used. A fire watch may be required by the Newton 
County fire service.  

(6)  Details of planned road closures, including required detours and traffic control plans. Emergency 
vehicle access shall be maintained at all times. Road closures may require on-duty POST certified 
law enforcement officers on site as determined and directed by the City of Oxford Police Chief 
or designee, at the production company's expense.  

(7)  Applicant's security plan. If necessary to address public safety considerations, the applicant may 
be required to hire off-duty POST certified law enforcement officers as determined and directed 
by the City of Oxford Chief of Police or designee.  

 

Fees  

     Each application shall be accompanied by a basic application fee of $250.00 and any other fees in 
accordance with the fee schedule.  All fees shall be nonrefundable.  

Issuance of Permit, Authorization, and/or Conditions  

(a)  The coordinator or designee shall issue a permit or authorization as provided for in this article when, 
from a consideration of the application, and from such other information as may be otherwise 
obtained, the coordinator, after consultation with the Oxford Chief of Police or designee, the Newton 
County Fire Service, City of Oxford Public Works Department, finds that:  

(1)  The conduct of such activity will not unduly interfere with traffic or pedestrian movement, 
endanger public safety, residential or commercial property access, and that no streets will be 
completely closed to traffic for an unreasonable period of time; 
 

(2) The conduct of such activity will not preclude a property or business owner access to his/her/their 
property without prior permission being granted by such owner;   
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(3)  The conduct of such activity will not unduly interfere with normal governmental or city 
operations, threaten to result in damage or detriment to public property, or result in the city 
incurring costs or expenditures in either money or personnel not reimbursed in advance by the 
applicant; and,  

(4)  The conduct of such activity will not constitute a fire hazard or any other type of hazard and all 
safety precautions will be taken as determined by the heads of the aforementioned 
departments or his/her/their designees.  

(b)  Notwithstanding the above, the coordinator may deny an application if:  

(1)  The applicant production company owes an outstanding debt to the city;  

(2)  The applicant production company previously caused significant damage to city property and 
failed to adequately repair the damage or reimburse the city for repair or restoration; or  

(3)  The applicant previously violated a city ordinance or other applicable federal, state, or Newton 
County laws in connection with filming activity.  

(c)  The decision of the coordinator to issue, conditionally issue, or deny a permit or authorization shall 
be final unless appealed in writing within five (5) working days of the decision to the City of Oxford 
Mayor. The Mayor will render a decision to issue, conditionally issue or uphold the denial of a permit 
or authorization within two (2) days of the appeal. The decision of the Mayor will be final.  

(d)  When more than one permit application is received for filming at the same location at the same time, 
and the coordinator reasonably determines both productions cannot occur, the first complete 
application that is received by the city shall receive priority as to the requested location and time. 
The coordinator shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any other applications to identify 
alternative suitable filming locations and times. Any fees paid by an unsuccessful applicant due to 
the unavailability of a requested filming location shall be fully refundable, notwithstanding any 
provision in this article to the contrary.  

Cost of Additional Services  

If deemed necessary, additional law enforcement, code enforcement, fire, and other city/county 
services shall be required for the purpose of protecting, assisting and regulating the proposed activity. 
The reasonable cost of providing such additional services shall be paid in advance to the city/county by 
the applicant.  

Insurance  

(a)  Applicant agrees to maintain the following insurance for any permit to film on city property, utilize 
city right-of-way, or utilize city vehicles or equipment:  

 Coverage  Limit  

1.  Worker's compensation  

 Statutory benefits (coverage A)  Statutory  
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Employers’ liability (coverage B)  

$500,000.00 each accident  

 $500,000.00 disease/employee  

 $500,000.00 disease/policy  

2.  Automobile liability  

 Owned vehicles  $1,000,000.00  

 Non-owned vehicles  $1,000,000.00  

 Hired vehicles  $1,000,000.00  

3.  Commercial general liability  

 Aggregate limit  $2,000,000.00  

 Each occurrence limit  $1,000,000.00  

 Products/completed operations  $1,000,000.00  

 Personal/advertising injury  $1,000,000.00  

 Damage to rented premises  $100,000.00  

 Medical payments  $5,000.00  

 

  

(b)  All insurance shall be provided by an insurer acceptable to the city, and shall name the city as an 
additional insured on the general liability, auto liability. The applicant shall include a certificate or 
policy of insurance evidencing compliance with these requirements.  
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Hold Harmless Agreement  

The applicant shall execute an indemnification and hold harmless agreement as provided by the 
city prior to the issuance of any permit.  

(1)  The applicant shall maintain a copy of the permit or authorization on-site at all times.  

(2)  The applicant shall comply with any and all conditions or restrictions the city may impose as a 
condition to issuing a permit or authorization. No changes in conditions or restrictions shall be 
made without first obtaining written approval of the coordinator, which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld.  

(3)  The applicant shall have nonexclusive use of city facilities unless otherwise granted in writing.  

(4)  The city and its agents are not responsible for disturbances caused during film activities.  

(5)  Filming in residential areas.  

a.  Filming shall be conducted between the hours of 9:00 AM and 10:00 PM. All set up, filming 
and take down shall occur during these hours unless all residents within 200 linear feet of 
the filming location are notified and compensated by the applicant at a rate of $50.00 per 
each day of film activity. No exceptional activities such as pyrotechnics or explosions shall 
be conducted between 10:00 PM and 9:00 AM.  

b.  Impacted residents shall be notified in writing at least three (3) days in advance of filming 
of any road closures and shall be compensated by the applicant at a rate of $100.00 per 
day for his/her/their inconvenience. Such notification shall include information regarding 
the relevant filming location, as well as the use of any special effects. 

c. If a resident is otherwise affected by the filming, compensation will be decided between 
the filming company and the owner of the residential property. 

(6)  Filming in business areas.  

a.  Impacted businesses shall be notified in writing at least three days in advance of any filming 
that may impede customer access to such businesses. If customer access to a business is 
directly impeded during business hours, the business owner shall be compensated by the 
applicant at a rate of $200.00 per day for filming activity, including set up, filming and take 
down.  

b.  If a business is otherwise affected by the filming, compensation will be decided between the 
filming company and the business owner.  

(7)  Permits are not transferable.  

(8)  Permit modifications.  

a.  All filming activity shall be confined to the locations, times, and conditions specified in permit.  

b.  Any applicant seeking to modify a previously issued permit shall submit such request to the 
coordinator in writing no later than one (1) full business day in advance of the effective date 
of a permit.  

c.  There shall be no additional application fee associated with modifying a permit when, the in 
reasonable discretion of the coordinator, the requested modification is not material. For the 
purposes of this article, the term "material" change means that the processing of the 
requested change will result in the expenditure of city staff time or services that is more than 
de minimums.  
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d.  Where an applicant requests a material modification to a filming permit at least three (3) days 
in advance of the effective date of such permit, there shall be no additional application fee 
for the processing of such modification.  

e.  Where an applicant requests a material modification to a filming permit fewer than three  (3) 
days in advance of the effective date of such permit, the applicant must pay a $500.00 rush 
fee for the processing of such modification.  

f.  Where an applicant notifies the city at least three (3) days in advance of the effective date of 
a permit of a modification or cancellation resulting in the decrease or elimination of fees for 
filming in a city facility, the applicant shall be entitled to a refund of 50 percent of the relevant 
facility fee.  

g.  Any request to modify a permit that results in additional fees shall be accompanied by 
payment for any applicable fees at the time of the submission of the request.  

h.  Special effects, fire, explosives, and similar devices. No filming involving the use of fire, 
explosives, pyrotechnics, smoke machines, or other similar special effects may be permitted 
unless specifically approved by the Newton County fire service. If, in the reasonable 
discretion of the fire service, a fire watch is required, the applicant shall be responsible for 
paying fees for the supervision of any film activity involving fire, explosives, pyrotechnics, 
smoke machines, or other similar special effects by a county firefighter.  

i.  The applicant shall not remove, cut, trim, or otherwise alter the vegetation on city land in 
connection with any filming activity unless specifically authorized in writing.  

j.  Security. The applicant's security plan is subject to approval by the City of Oxford Sheriff. If 
necessary to address public safety considerations or the security of city facilities, the 
applicant may be required to hire off-duty POST certified law enforcement officers as 
determined and directed by the Sheriff.  

k.  In advance of the issuance of any permit, the coordinator may schedule a meeting with the 
applicant and any applicable city department heads, or in the absence of any department 
head, his/her/their designee. Participation may be in person or via teleconference. Such 
meeting shall occur to coordinate the approval of any filming activity and to determine any 
additional requirements necessary for the approval of the permit application. The city 
reserves the right to require any additional reasonable requirements identified by the 
coordinator or any city department heads, or in the absence of any department heads, 
his/her/their designee, to address concerns regarding filming activities.  

 
Cleanup/Restoration  

(a)  For filming on city owned property, the applicant shall conduct operations in an orderly fashion with 
continuous attention to the storage of equipment not in use, maintenance of the area and the cleanup 
of trash and debris. The areas used shall be cleaned of trash and debris to city's satisfaction within 
two (2) hours of the completion of the activity or within such other time established in the permit. The 
applicant shall be responsible for restoring any area damaged or disrupted before leaving the site, 
reasonable wear and tear excepted. If, after notice and a reasonable opportunity to provide repairs, 
the site is not repaired or restored to the city's reasonable satisfaction, the city shall have the necessary 
restoration and/or repairs performed and shall bill the applicant for any reasonable costs incurred by 
the city. The applicant shall reimburse the city for the reasonable cost of such work within thirty (30) 
days of receipt of the invoice.  

(b)  The applicant shall be responsible for repairing damage to any public right-of-way to the satisfaction 
of the city, as determined in the city's reasonable discretion.  

(1)  Upon issuance of a permit to an applicant, the city grants to the applicant the following rights with 
respect to the filming location ("premises") specified in the permit application:  
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a.  To enter and remain upon the premises with personnel, equipment and sets for the sole and 
express purpose of recording and photographing (still or moving) scenes live or on tape, film 
or by any other process on the premises during the term specified in the permit.  

b.  To photograph (still or moving) and record the exterior and interior of buildings, ("buildings") 
and other structures ("structures"), including, but not limited to, signs, furniture, and pictures 
contained in or on such buildings and/or structures, which are on the premises and to 
photograph (still or moving) and record any animals on the premises.  

c.  To change the location of and/or replace furnishings in buildings located on the premises for 
the purpose of photographing (still or moving) and recording scenes pursuant; provided 
however, that production company shall return and put back all such furnishings to their 
rightful place prior to vacating the premises.  

d.  To use the name of the premises and/or the name of any buildings or structures located on 
the premises or to represent each of the foregoing as another real or fictional location, or 
use a fictional name, in connection with the applicant's use of the recordings and 
photographs (still or moving).  

e.  To construct and photograph a set duplicating all or part of the premises and buildings or 
structures (including but not limited to, any signs or any interiors of buildings and structures).  

f.  To use all recordings and photographs (still or moving) made by the applicant pursuant to the 
permit in all media now known or hereafter devised throughout the universe, in perpetuity, 
including the in-context advertising and promotion of the project and customary in-context 
clip licensing and freely assign such rights.  

g.  To remove any and all of its sets, structures, and other materials and equipment from the 
premises upon completion of the term of this agreement.  

(2)  Nothing in this article shall be interpreted in any way to limit the police power of the city.  
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CITY OF OXFORD – SHORT-TERM RENTAL ORDINANCE 

Intent  

The intent of this ordinance is to implement rationally based, reasonably tailored 
regulations to mitigate impacts created by short-term rental units, to protect the 
integrity of Oxford's neighborhoods, and promote the general welfare and safety of 
Oxford residents and visitors. 

Definitions  

Code Compliance Verification Form: A document executed by a short-term rental owner 
certifying that the short-term rental unit complies with applicable zoning, building, 
health and life safety code provisions. No person shall allow occupancy or possession of 
any short-term rental unit if the premises is in violation of any applicable zoning, 
building, health or life safety code provisions. 

Dwelling: A building or portion of a building arranged or designed to provide living 
quarters for one or more persons living as a single housekeeping unit. For the purposes of 
this definition, a dwelling shall include only those located in City of Oxford zoning districts 
in which single-family detached dwellings are permitted, and the following dwellings are 
excluded: multi-family dwelling, condominium units, townhouses, apartments, 
manufactured homes, hotels or other structures designed for lodging or transient 
residence, bed and breakfast inns, institutional residential living and care facilities, group 
personal care homes, or other lodging uses which are provided incidental to other 
services, such as health care. 

Short-term Rental (STR): An accommodation for transient guests where, in exchange for 
compensation of any type or amount, a dwelling (or portion thereof) is provided for 
lodging for a period of time not to exceed thirty (30) consecutive days and not to exceed 
a total of 180 days in any calendar year. 

Short-term Rental Agent: A person designated by the owner of a dwelling provided for 
short-term rental on the short-term rental certificate application as the Short-term 
Rental Agent (such person shall be the owner of such dwelling, except on a temporary 
basis). Such person must be 18 years of age or older, be available for and responsive to 
contact at all times, and be present at a location within the City for purposes of 
transacting business. 

Short-term Rental Occupants: Guests, tourists, lessees, vacationers or any other person 
who, in exchange for compensation, occupies a dwelling (or portion thereof) for lodging 
for a period of time not to exceed thirty (30) consecutive days. 
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Eligible Properties 

Single-family detached dwellings eligible for utilization as a short-term rental must be 
the primary residence of the applicant. Primary residency shall mean occupancy of the 
dwelling by such resident for at least 183 days of each calendar year as the primary 
residence of such resident. 

Either the principal residential structure, an accessory structure, or guest house on the 
property may be utilized as a short-term rental; however, only one structure may be 
utilized as a short-term rental at any given time. In either case, a portion of the structure 
or the entirety of the structure can be utilized as a short-term rental. 

Short-Term Rental Certificate 

No person shall offer for rent and/or receive compensation for a short-term rental, as 
defined above, without first obtaining a short-term rental certificate from the designated 
representative of the City of Oxford and agreeing to comply with the regulations 
contained in this ordinance. No short-term rental certificate issued under this ordinance 
may be transferred or assigned or used by any person other than the one to whom it is 
issued, or at any location other than the one for which it is issued.  

An inspection is required by a designated City of Oxford employee prior to any certificates 
being issued and an annual inspection may be required at the time of annual renewal. 

Application for Short-Term Rental Certificate 

Applicants for a short-term rental certificate shall submit, on an annual basis, an 
application for a short-term rental certificate to the Oxford City Clerk. The application 
shall be furnished on a form specified by the Oxford City Manager, accompanied by a 
non-refundable application fee in the amount of $45.00. Such application should 
include: 

1. The name, address, telephone and email address of the owner(s) of record of the 
dwelling for which a certificate is sought; 

2. The address of the dwelling to be used as a short-term rental; 
3. The number and location of parking spaces allotted to such dwelling; 
4. The name, address, telephone number and email address of the short-term rental 

agent (who shall be the owner except on a temporary basis), which shall constitute 
such agent's 24-hour contact information; 

5. The owner's sworn acknowledgement that such owner has received a copy of this 
ordinance, has reviewed it and understands its requirements; 

6. The owner's agreement to use such owner's best efforts to assure that use of the 
premises by short-term rental occupants will not disrupt the neighborhood, and will 
not interfere with the rights of neighboring property owners to the quiet enjoyment 
of their properties; and 
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7. Any other information that the City of Oxford requires the owner to provide to the 
City as part of an application for a short-term rental certificate. The City Manager or 
his or her designee shall have the authority to request and obtain additional 
information from the applicant as necessary to achieve the objectives of this 
ordinance. 

Attached to and concurrent with submission of the application for short-term rental 
certificate, the owner shall provide: 

1. The owner's sworn Code Compliance Verification Form; 
2. Proof of the owner's ownership of the short-term rental dwelling; 
3. Proof of insurance, including general commercial liability insurance in an amount of 

at least $1,000,000 per occurrence; (other types and coverage amounts?) 
4. A written certification from any short-term rental agent that he or she agrees to 

perform the duties outlined below; 
5. A written exemplar agreement, which shall consist of a sample of the document to be 

executed between the owner and each short-term rental occupant(s) containing the 
following provisions: 
a) The occupant(s)' agreement to abide by all of the requirements of this ordinance, 

any other City of Oxford ordinances, state and federal law and acknowledgement 
that his or her rights under the agreement may not be transferred or assigned to 
anyone else; 

b) The occupant(s)' acknowledgement that it shall be unlawful to allow or make any 
noise or sound that exceeds the limits set forth in the City's noise ordinance; and 

c) The occupant(s)' acknowledgement and agreement that violation of the 
agreement or this ordinance may result in immediate termination of the 
agreement and eviction from the short-term rental unit by the owner or agent, as 
well as the potential liability for payments of fines levied by the City. 

Short-Term Rental Agent 

The owner of a short-term rental unit shall designate a short-term rental agent on the 
application for a short-term rental certificate. The property owner shall serve as the 
primary short-term rental agent, except for limited periods of temporary absence for 
travel or other causes. The short-term rental agent shall be a natural person over age 18 
years. 

The duties of the short-term rental agent are to: 

1. Be reasonably available to handle any problems arising from use of the short-term 
rental unit; 

2. Appear on the premises of any short-term rental unit within two hours following 
notification from the City of issues related to the use or occupancy of the premises. 
This includes, but is not limited to, notification that of the short-term rental occupants 
have created unreasonable noise or disturbances, engaged in disorderly conduct or 
committed violations of the City's ordinances or other applicable law pertaining to 
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noise, disorderly conduct, overcrowding, consumption of alcohol or use of illegal 
drugs. Failure of the agent to timely appear for two or more complaints within a 12-
month period regarding violations shall be grounds for penalties as set forth in this 
ordinance. This is not intended to impose a duty to act as a peace officer or otherwise 
require the agent to place themselves in a perilous situation; 

3. Receive and accept service of any notice of violation related to the use or occupancy 
of the premises; and, 

4. Monitor the short-term rental unit for compliance with this ordinance. 

An owner may change his or her designation of a short-term rental agent temporarily 
from time to time; however, there shall only be one such agent for a property at any given 
time. To change the designated short-term rental agent, the owner shall notify the City 
Manager in writing of the new short-term rental agent's identity, together with all 
information regarding such person as required by the applicable provisions of above. 

Grant or Denial of Application 

Review of an application shall be conducted by the City Manager or an appointed designee 
in accordance with due process principles and shall be granted based upon a 
determination that the applicant has satisfied the conditions and requirements of this 
ordinance, and has demonstrated the ability to comply with local, state or federal law. Any 
false statements or information provided in the application are grounds for revocation, 
suspension and/or imposition of penalties, including denial of future applications. 

Short-Term Rental Unit Operating Principles 

A legible copy of the short-term rental certificate shall be posted within the rental unit. 

The short-term rental unit owner or rental agent shall include the short-term rental 
certificate number in every print, digital, or internet advertisement and any property 
listing in which the short-term rental is advertised. 

No dwelling or portion thereof shall be rented as a short-term rental for more than one 
hundred eighty (180) days in any calendar year. 

Short-term rental units must be properly maintained and regularly inspected by the 
owner to ensure continued compliance with applicable zoning, building, health and life 
safety code provisions. 

Short-Term Regulation Compliance Procedures 

To ensure the short-term rental unit owner’s continued compliance with the intent of this 
ordinance, the City Manager shall notify the owner of a short-term rental unit of all 
instances in which nuisance behavior of a short-term rental occupant or the conduct of his 
or her short-term rental unit agent results in a citation for a code violation or other legal 
infraction. 
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The Oxford City Clerk shall maintain for each short-term rental location a record of all 
code violation charges, founded accusations and convictions occurring at or relating to a 
short-term rental unit. When a property owner has accumulated two code violations for 
a particular property within a period of 12 consecutive months, the City shall revoke any 
pending certificates and reject all applications for the subject premises for a period of 24 
consecutive months. 

If a short-term rental unit owner has been cited and found to be in violation of any zoning, 
building, health or life safety code provision(s), the City Manager will notify the owner of 
the violation(s) and immediately suspend the short-term rental certificate. Thereafter, the 
owner must demonstrate to the City Manager the correction of the source(s) of the 
provision(s) non-compliance prior to being eligible for the short-term rental certificate to 
be reinstated. 

Short-Term Rental Violations and Fines 

Citations for violations of this short-term rental ordinance and any other violation of the 
City of Oxford Ordinances shall be forwarded to and reviewed by the City Manager. 

Violations of this ordinance and its provisions may be subject to the following suggested 
fines and which may be combined with any other legal remedy available to the City: 

1. First violation: $500.00; 
2. Second violation within the preceding 12 months: $750.00; and 
3. Third violation within 12 months of the second violation: Permanent revocation of 

the short-term rental certificate. 

Short-Term Rental Appeal Process 

An owner aggrieved by the City of Oxford’s decision to fine or to revoke, suspend or deny 
a short-term rental certificate may appeal the decision to the City Manager. The appeal 
must be filed with the City Manager in writing, within thirty (30) calendar days after the 
adverse action and it shall contain a concise statement of the reasons for the appeal. 

The City Manager or appointed designee shall consider the appeal within thirty (30) days 
after receipt of an appeal request unless otherwise agreed in writing by the City Manager 
and the aggrieved party. Following a review and an investigation, the City Manager may 
either approve the appeal and take appropriate actions or deny the appeal. 

Following a denial of appeal, the aggrieved owner may request that his/her appeal be 
forwarded to the City of Oxford Municipal Court for reconsideration. In such case all 
interested parties shall have the right to be represented by counsel, to present testimony 
and evidence, and to cross-examine witnesses before the Municipal Court. Upon 
consideration of all related information, the Oxford Municipal Court shall render a 
decision on the appeal. 



6 
Error! Unknown document property name. 

Nothing in this ordinance shall limit the City from enforcement of its Code, or state or 
federal law or pursue any other legal remedy available to the City. Nothing in this 
ordinance shall be construed to limit or supplant the power of any City inspector, or other 
duly empowered officer under the City's ordinances, rules and regulations and the 
authority granted under state law, as amended, to take necessary action, consistent with 
the law, to protect the public from property which constitutes a public nuisance or to abate 
a nuisance by any other lawful means of proceedings. 

 



Bill, 

The Brookhaven code was much shorter but had some good things to include in ours.  However, they 

had a variance process that seemed very easy to achieve.  Pretty much if the property owner was 

financially inconvenienced, they could get a variance.   I excluded language about development in the 

buffer zone, as we would not like to have an easy variance process for riparian buffers.   

I kept as much to the language already used as possible, while trying to remove references to codes and 

processes not relevant for Oxford. 

I removed the exception for ephemeral streams, as natural ephemeral streams have a significant (but 

historically unacknowledged) impact on biodiversity.   

The added definition came from the EPA:  

https://archive.epa.gov/water/archive/web/html/streams.html 
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Riparian Buffer Amendment, Oxford Code of Ordinances (Draft) 3/28/23 

Oxford Original: 

Sec. 14-134. - Minimum protections. 

(15)  Except as provided in subsection (16) of this section, there is established a 25-
foot buffer along the banks of all state waters, as measured horizontally from the point 
where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, except where 
the director determines to allow a variance that is at least as protective of natural 
resources and the environment, where otherwise allowed by the director pursuant to 
O.C.G.A. § 12-2-8, where a drainage structure or a roadway drainage structure must be 
constructed, provided that adequate erosion control measures are incorporated in the 
project plans and specifications, and are implemented; or along any ephemeral stream. 
As used in this provision, the term "ephemeral stream" means a stream: that under normal 
circumstances has water flowing only during and for a short duration after precipitation 
events; that has the channel located above the groundwater table year round; for which 
groundwater is not a source of water; and for which runoff from precipitation is the primary 
source of water flow, unless exempted as along an ephemeral stream, the buffers of at 
least 25 feet established pursuant to the Metropolitan River Protection Act, O.C.G.A. § 12-
5-440 et seq., shall remain in force unless a variance is granted by the director as 
provided in this subsection. The following requirements shall apply to any such buffer: 

https://archive.epa.gov/water/archive/web/html/streams.html


a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall 
remain in its natural, undisturbed state of vegetation until all land-disturbing 
activities on the construction site are completed. Once the final stabilization of the 
site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of vegetation as long as a 
protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and 
a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; 
provided, however, that any person constructing a single-family residence, when 
such residence is constructed by or under contract with the owner for his own 
occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as protective 
vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 
canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; and 

b. The buffer shall not apply to the following land-disturbing activities, provided that 
they occur at an angle, as measured from the point of crossing, within 25 degrees 
of perpendicular to the stream; cause a width of disturbance of not more than 50 
feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into 
the project plans and specifications and are implemented: 

1. Stream crossings for water lines; or 

2. Stream crossings for sewer lines; 

(16)  There is established a 50-foot buffer, as measured horizontally from the point where 
vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, along the banks of 
any state waters classified as trout streams pursuant to Georgia Water Quality Control 
Act, O.C.G.A. § 12-5-20 et seq., except where a roadway drainage structure must be 
constructed; provided, however, that small springs and streams classified as trout streams 
which discharge an average annual flow of 25 gallons per minute or less shall have a 25-
foot buffer or they may be piped, at the discretion of the landowner, pursuant to the terms 
of a rule providing for a general variance promulgated by the board, so long as any such 
pipe stops short of the downstream landowner's property and the landowner complies with 
the buffer requirement for any adjacent trout streams. The director may grant a variance 
from such buffer to allow land-disturbing activity, provided that adequate erosion control 
measures are incorporated in the project plans and specifications and are implemented. 
The following requirements shall apply to such buffer: 

a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall 
remain in its natural, undisturbed state of vegetation until all land-disturbing 
activities on the construction site are completed. Once the final stabilization of the 
site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of vegetation as long as a 
protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and 
a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; 
provided, however, that any person constructing a single-family residence, when 
such residence is constructed by or under contract with the owner for his own 
occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as protective 
vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 
canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; and 



b. The buffer shall not apply to the following land-disturbing activities, provided that 
they occur at an angle, as measured from the point of crossing, within 25 degrees 
of perpendicular to the stream; cause a width of disturbance of not more than 50 
feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into 
the project plans and specifications and are implemented: 

1.Stream crossings for water lines; or 

2.Stream crossings for sewer lines. 

(Ord. of 7-12-2010(01), § 2(35-104(C))) 

• Sec. 14-135. - More stringent regulations may be adopted. 

Nothing contained in O.C.G.A. § 12-7-1 et seq. shall prevent any local issuing authority 

from adopting rules and regulations, ordinances, or resolutions which contain 

stream buffer requirements that exceed the minimum requirements in sections 14-

133 and 14-134. 

 

Brookhaven Original:  

Sec. 14-153. - Land development requirements. 
SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 
SECTION 

(a)  Buffer and setback requirements. All land development and land disturbance activity 
subject to this article shall meet the following requirements: 

(1)  An undisturbed natural vegetative buffer shall be maintained for 50 feet, measured 
horizontally, on both sides of the stream channel as measured from the point of wrested 
vegetation. 

(2)  An additional setback shall be maintained for 25 feet, measured horizontally, beyond 
the undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, in which all impervious cover shall be prohibited. 
All permitted land disturbance activity shall be minimized within the setback. In allowing 
for such activity, the provision for retaining walls or other topographical enhancements to 
limit of the area of land disturbance activity within the setback, may be required and 
approved by the community development director as part of the administrative variance 
procedure in subsection (a)(2) of this section, subject to the approval of the city engineer. 

(3)  No septic tanks or septic tank drain fields shall be permitted within the buffer or the 
setback. 

https://library.municode.com/ga/oxford/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14EN_ARTIIISOERSECO_DIV2MIST_S14-133BEMAPRRE
https://library.municode.com/ga/oxford/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14EN_ARTIIISOERSECO_DIV2MIST_S14-133BEMAPRRE
https://library.municode.com/ga/oxford/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=PTIICOOR_CH14EN_ARTIIISOERSECO_DIV2MIST_S14-134MIPR
https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/
https://library.municode.com/


Sec. 14-155. - Additional information requirements for development 

on buffer zone properties. 
SHARE LINK TO SECTIONPRINT SECTIONDOWNLOAD (DOCX) OF SECTIONSEMAIL 
SECTION 

Any permit application for a parcel requiring buffers and setbacks hereunder must include 
the following: 

(1) A site plan showing: 

a. The location of all streams on the parcel or on adjacent parcels within 75 feet of 
the boundaries of the subject parcel; 

b. Limits of required buffers and setbacks on the parcel; 

c. Buffer zone topography with contour lines at no greater than five-foot contour 
intervals; 

d.   Delineation of existing impervious areas, forested and open areas in 
the buffer zone or setback; 

e. Detailed plans of all proposed land development in the buffer and setback and of 
all proposed land disturbance within the setback; and 

f. Tree save fencing at the limits of the proposed disturbance where the proposed 
disturbance is within or adjacent to the stream protection area; 

(2)  A written description of the need for all proposed land development within 
the buffer and setback and land disturbance with the setback; and 

(3)  Any other documentation that the city may reasonably deem necessary for review of 
the application and compliance with this article. 

 

Oxford Adaptation draft: 

Sec. 14-106. - Definitions. 

Roadway drainage structure means a device such as a bridge, culvert or ditch 
composed of a virtually nonerodible material, such as concrete, steel, plastic or other 
such material, that conveys water under a roadway by intercepting the flow on one 
side of a traveled way consisting of one or more defined lanes, with or without 
shoulder areas, and carrying water to a release point on the other side. 

https://library.municode.com/
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Seasonal Stream means streams that flow during certain times of the year when 
smaller upstream waters are flowing and when groundwater provides enough water for 
stream flow. Runoff from rainfall or other precipitation supplements the flow of seasonal 

stream. During dry periods, seasonal streams may not have flowing surface water.  

Sediment means solid material, both organic and inorganic, that is in suspension, is 
being transported, or has been moved from its site of origin by air, water, ice or gravity 
as a product of erosion. 

 

Sec. 14-134. - Minimum protections. 

(15)  Except as provided in subsection (16) of this section, there is established a 100-

foot undisturbed natural vegetative buffer along the banks of Oxford waters (to include 

seasonal streams), as measured horizontally from the point where vegetation has been 

wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, except where the director determines to 

allow a variance that is at least as protective of natural resources and the environment, 

where otherwise allowed by the director pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 12-2-8, where a drainage 

structure or a roadway drainage structure must be constructed, provided that adequate 

erosion control measures are incorporated in the project plans and specifications, and are 

implemented.  The following requirements shall apply to any such buffer: 

a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall 
remain in its natural, undisturbed state of vegetation until all land-disturbing 
activities on the construction site are completed. Once the final stabilization of the 
site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of vegetation as long as a 
protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and 
a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; 
provided, however, that any person constructing a single-family residence, when 
such residence is constructed by or under contract with the owner for his own 
occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as protective 
vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 
canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; and 

b. The buffer shall not apply to the following land-disturbing activities, provided that 
they occur at an angle, as measured from the point of crossing, within 25 degrees 
of perpendicular to the stream; cause a width of disturbance of not more than 50 
feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into 
the project plans and specifications and are implemented: 

1. Stream crossings for water lines; or 

2. Stream crossings for sewer lines; 



(15.1)  An additional setback shall be maintained for 25 feet, measured horizontally, 
beyond the undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, in which all impervious cover shall be 
prohibited. All permitted land disturbance activity shall be minimized within the additional 
setback. 

(15.2)  No septic tanks or septic tank drain fields shall be permitted within the buffer or the 
setback. 

(16)  There is established a 125-foot undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, as measured 
horizontally from the point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or 
wave action, along the banks of any Oxford waters classified as trout streams, except 
where a roadway drainage structure must be constructed; provided, however, that small 
springs and streams classified as trout streams which discharge an average annual flow 
of 25 gallons per minute or less shall have a 100-foot buffer. The director may grant a 
variance from such buffer to allow land-disturbing activity, provided that adequate erosion 
control measures are incorporated in the project plans and specifications and are 
implemented. The following requirements shall apply to such buffer: 

a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall 
remain in its natural, undisturbed state of vegetation until all land-disturbing 
activities on the construction site are completed. Once the final stabilization of the 
site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of vegetation as long as a 
protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and 
a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; 
provided, however, that any person constructing a single-family residence, when 
such residence is constructed by or under contract with the owner for his own 
occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as long as protective 
vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 
canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; and 

b. The buffer shall not apply to the following land-disturbing activities, provided that 
they occur at an angle, as measured from the point of crossing, within 25 degrees 
of perpendicular to the stream; cause a width of disturbance of not more than 50 
feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion control measures are incorporated into 
the project plans and specifications and are implemented: 

1. Stream crossings for water lines; or 

2. Stream crossings for sewer lines. 

- Additional information requirements for development 

on buffer zone properties. 

Any permit application for a parcel requiring buffers and setbacks hereunder must include 
the following: 

(1) A site plan showing: 



a. The location of all streams on the parcel or on adjacent parcels within 100 feet of 
the boundaries of the subject parcel; 

b. Limits of required buffers and setbacks on the parcel; 

c. Buffer zone topography with contour lines at no greater than five-foot contour 
intervals; 

d.   Delineation of existing impervious areas, forested and open areas in 
the buffer zone or setback; 

e. Detailed plans of all proposed land development near the buffer and setback 
and of all proposed land disturbance within the setback; and  

f. Tree Save Fencing at the limits of the proposed disturbance where the proposed 
disturbance is adjacent to the stream protection area; 

(2)   Any other documentation that the city may reasonably deem necessary for review of 
the application and compliance with this article. 





Riparian Buffer Ordinance  

 

Oxford Adaptation draft:  

Sec. 14-106. - Definitions.  

Roadway drainage structure means a device such as a bridge, culvert or ditch composed of a virtually 

non-erodible material, such as concrete, steel, plastic or other such material, that conveys water under a 

roadway by intercepting the flow on one side of a traveled way consisting of one or more defined lanes, 

with or without shoulder areas, and carrying water to a release point on the other side.  

Intermittent Stream means streams that flow in well defined channels during certain times of the year 

during the wet season, when smaller upstream waters are flowing and when groundwater provides 

enough water for stream flow. Runoff from rainfall or other precipitation supplements the flow of 

seasonal stream. During dry periods, seasonal streams may not have flowing surface water. (Georgia 

EPD)  

Sediment means solid material, both organic and inorganic, that is in suspension, is being transported, 

or has been moved from its site of origin by air, water, ice or gravity as a product of erosion.  

Sec. 14-134. - Minimum protections. 

 (15) Except as provided in subsection (16) of this section, there is established a 100- foot undisturbed 

natural vegetative buffer along the banks of Oxford waters (to include seasonal streams), as measured 

horizontally from the point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, 

except where the director determines to allow a variance that is at least as protective of natural 

resources and the environment, where otherwise allowed by the director pursuant to O.C.G.A. § 12-2-8, 

where a drainage structure or a roadway drainage structure must be constructed, provided that 

adequate erosion control measures are incorporated in the project plans and specifications, and are 

implemented. The following requirements shall apply to any such buffer:  

a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall remain in its natural, 

undisturbed state of vegetation until all land-disturbing activities on the construction site are 

completed. Once the final stabilization of the site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of 

vegetation as long as a protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat 

and a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; provided, however, 

that any person constructing a single-family residence, when such residence is constructed by or under 

contract with the owner for his own occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as 

long as protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 

canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; and  

b. The buffer shall not apply to the following land-disturbing activities, provided that they occur at an 

angle, as measured from the point of crossing, within 25 degrees of perpendicular to the stream; cause a 



width of disturbance of not more than 50 feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion control measures 

are incorporated into the project plans and specifications and are implemented:  

1. Stream crossings for water lines; or 

 2. Stream crossings for sewer lines; 

(15.1) An additional setback shall be maintained for 25 feet, measured horizontally, beyond the 

undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, in which all impervious cover shall be prohibited. All permitted 

land disturbance activity shall be minimized within the additional setback.  

(15.2) No septic tanks or septic tank drain fields shall be permitted within the buffer or the setback.  

(16) There is established a 125-foot undisturbed natural vegetative buffer, as measured horizontally 

from the point where vegetation has been wrested by normal stream flow or wave action, along the 

banks of any Oxford waters classified as trout streams, except where a roadway drainage structure must 

be constructed; provided, however, that small springs and streams classified as trout streams which 

discharge an average annual flow of 25 gallons per minute or less shall have a 100-foot buffer. The 

director may grant a variance from such buffer to allow land-disturbing activity, provided that adequate 

erosion control measures are incorporated in the project plans and specifications and are implemented. 

The following requirements shall apply to such buffer:  

a. No land-disturbing activities shall be conducted within a buffer and a buffer shall remain in its natural, 

undisturbed state of vegetation until all land-disturbing activities on the construction site are 

completed. Once the final stabilization of the site is achieved, a buffer may be thinned or trimmed of 

vegetation as long as a protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat 

and a natural canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; provided, however, 

that any person constructing a single-family residence, when such residence is constructed by or under 

contract with the owner for his own occupancy, may thin or trim vegetation in a buffer at any time as 

long as protective vegetative cover remains to protect water quality and aquatic habitat and a natural 

canopy is left in sufficient quantity to keep shade on the stream bed; and  

b. The buffer shall not apply to the following land-disturbing activities, provided that they occur at an 

angle, as measured from the point of crossing, within 25 degrees of perpendicular to the stream; cause a 

width of disturbance of not more than 50 feet within the buffer; and adequate erosion control measures 

are incorporated into the project plans and specifications and are implemented:  

1. Stream crossings for water lines; or  

2. Stream crossings for sewer lines. 

 - Additional information requirements for development on buffer zone properties.  

Any permit application for a parcel requiring buffers and setbacks hereunder must include the following: 

 (1) A site plan showing:  



a. The location of all streams on the parcel or on adjacent parcels within 100 feet of the 

boundaries of the subject parcel;  

b. Limits of required buffers and setbacks on the parcel;  

c. Buffer zone topography with contour lines at no greater than five-foot contour intervals; 

 d. Delineation of existing impervious areas, forested and open areas in the buffer zone or 

setback;  

e. Detailed plans of all proposed land development near the buffer and setback and of all 

proposed land disturbance within the setback; and 

 f. Tree Save Fencing at the limits of the proposed disturbance where the proposed disturbance 

is adjacent to the stream protection area;  

(2) Any other documentation that the city may reasonably deem necessary for review of the application 

and compliance with this article. 
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